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PORTUGAL 

Originally the county of Portugal belonged to the Galician portion of the kingdom of Leon-Castile. King 
Alfonso VI conferred the area on his son-in-law Henrique (Henri of Burgundy). His son and successor as count, 
Afonso I, asserted his independence and became the first king of Portugal in 1139. He obtained recognition as 
such by Castile in 1143 with papal support. The Portuguese Reconquista advanced with the conquest of Lisbon 
(Lisboa) in 1147 and Sancho I repopulated the newly won lands and established military orders to protect them. 
Western Andalusia, the Algarve, was secured by the Portuguese by the 1130s. Competition over the reconquest 
of these lands contributed to further friction between the crowns of Portugal and Castile. In 1385 the heiress 
Beatriz was dispossessed and the throne passed to the house of Avis, a bastard branch of the royal family, to 
avoid reunion with Castile. Joao I’s son Henrique the Navigator inaugurated an era of colonial discoveries and 
expansion in the Atlantic. In the 15 th century Afonso V carried Portuguese conquests into northwest Africa 
(considered constitutionally part of the Algarve), while his son Joao II crushed the power of the nobility and, 
with the pope as intermediary, divided the globe between a Portuguese and a Spanish sphere of colonization in 
the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494). In close alliance with Spain, Portugal flourished under Manuel I and Joao III, 
but on the childless death of Henrique the throne passed by both inheritance and conquest to the Habsburg 
king of Spain in 1581. After the death of Filipe I (Felipe II of Spain), however, the policies of the Spanish 
crown caused increasing discontent in Portugal and its dependencies. Independence was restored in 1640 by a 
French-supported revolt, and the house of Bragan^a ascended the throne with Joao IV. The French 
revolutionary wars brought about the partial occupation of Portugal by France and Spain in 1807, and the 
Portuguese royal family fled to Brazil, returning to Portugal only in 1811. In 1815 — 1815 the monarchs of 
Portugal used the additional title of “king of Brazil,” but Brazil asserted its independence in 182.1. True to his 
promise to remain in Brazil as its emperor, Pedro IV abdicated the Portuguese throne in favor of his daughter 
Maria II, but then had to fight a civil war to secure it against his brother Miguel I. The throne was inherited by 
the house of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha in 1853, but the monarchy was overthrown by a revolution in 1910. 

The monarch’s basic title evolved from “king of Portugal” to “king of Portugal and the Algarve” in 1149, to 
“king of Portugal and the Algarves” in 1471 (with the addition of conquests in north Africa to the kingdom of 
Algarve). Thereafter it remained unchanged, except for the period 1815 — 1815, when it was altered to “king of 
the United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil, and the Algarves.” 

Counts of Portugal 

Capetian House of Burgundy 

1093 —1111 Henrique ... husband of Teresa, bastard daughter of king Alfonso VI of Castile; son of 

Henri, son of duke Robert I of Burgundy; count of Porto 1093 and of Coimbra 1096 
hi 1—1139 Afonso, the Founder ... son of Henrique; king of Portugal 1139—1185 

Kings of Portugal 

1139—1185 Afonso I, the Founder ... former count of Portugal 1111—1139 
1185—1111 Sancho I, the Settler ... son of Afonso I 
mi-1113 Afonso II, the Fat ... son of Sancho I 

1113 — 1148 Sancho II, the Caped ... son of Afonso II; in exile from 1147 

1148—1179 Afonso III, the Restorer ... son of Afonso II; regent since 1147 

1179—1315 Dinis, the Farmer ... son of Afonso III 

1315—1357 Afonso IV, the Brave ... son of Dinis 

1 3 57—1367 Pedro I, the Just ... son of Afonso IV 

1367—1383 Fernando I, the Handsome ... son of Pedro I 

1383 — 1385 Beatriz ... daughter of Fernando I; deposed, died 1409: 

House of Avis 

1385 — 1433 Joao I, the Good ... bastard son of Pedro I 

1433 — 1438 Duarte, the Eloqtient ... son of Joao I 

1438—1481 Afonso V, the African ... son of Duarte 
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1481—1495 Joao II, the Perfect Prince ... son of Afonso V 

1495—1511 Manuel I, the Fortunate ... son of duke Fernando of Viseu, son of Duarte 
1511—15 57 Joao III, the Pious ... son of Manuel I 
1 5 57—1578 Sebastiao, the Desired ... son of Joao, son of Joao III 

1578—1580 Henrique, the Chaste ... son of Manuel I 

1580—1581 Antonio, of Crato ... bastard son of duke Luis of Beja, son of Manuel I; deposed, died 1595 
House of Habsburg (Spain) 

1581 — 1598 Filipe I (Felipe II), the Prudent... son of emperor Karl V by Isabel, daughter of Manuel I; 

Naples and Sicily 1554—1598; England 1554—1558; Aragon and Castile 1556—1598 
1598—1611 Filipe II (Felipe III), the Cruel... son ofFilipe I; also Aragon, Castile, Naples, Sicily 
1611—1640 Filipe III (Felipe IV), the Oppressor ... son ofFilipe II; deposed; Aragon, Castile, Naples, 
Sicily 1611 —1665 

House of Braganfa 

1640—1656 Joao IV, the Restorer... son of duke Teodosio II of Braga^a, son of duke Joao I by Catarina, 
daughter of duke Duarte I of Guimaraes, son of Manuel I 
1656—1683 Afonso VI, the Victorious ... son of Joao IV 
1683 —1706 Pedro II, the Pacific ... son of Joao IV; regent since 1667 
1706—1750 Joao V, the Magnanimous ... son of Pedro II 
1750—1777 Jose I, the Reformer ... son ofjoao V 
1777—1816 Maria I ... daughter of Jose I 1 
& 1777—1786 Pedro III ... husband ofMaria I; son ofjoao V 

1816—1816 Joao VI ... son of Pedro III and Maria I; regent since 1799 

1816 Pedro IV ... son of Joao VI; abdicated; emperor of Brazil 1811—1831; died 1834 
1816—1818 Maria II ... daughter of Pedro IV; deposed 

1818—1834 Miguel I ... son ofjoao VI; regent since 1816; deposed, died 1866 

1834—1853 Maria II ... restored 

& 1837—1853 Fernando II ... husband ofMaria II; son of Ferdinand, brother ofking Leopold I of 
Belgium; regent 1853 — 1855; died 1885 
House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

1853 — 1861 Pedro V ... son of Fernando II and Maria II 

1861 — 1889 Luis I ... son of Fernando II and Maria II 

1889—1908 Carlos I ... son of Luis 1 1 

1908—1910 Manuel II ... son of Carlos I; deposed, died 1931 
(republic 1910) 


1 In exile during the partial occupation of Portugal by France and Spain 1807—1811. 

1 Luis Filipe, the eldest son of Carlos I, was mortally wounded by his father’s assassin in 1908, but survived for 
only 10 minutes before his own death. Since succession to the Portuguese throne was not automatic, he is not 
considered even nominally a king of Portugal. 



